
Embattled Great Lakes Woman Ordered to Pay Mining Company’s Court Costs 

     Lawsuit Still a Success, Defrocks Industry’s “Model Mine” 

 

 
 

I recently reached out to you with my story as a citizen plaintiff in a Clean Water Act lawsuit against Rio 

Tinto, one of the largest mining corporations in the world. The case involved illegal discharges of 

pollutants into a stream at the company’s Flambeau Mine near Ladysmith, Wisconsin. For photos, 

detailed commentary and official court documents, click HERE.   

  

This lawsuit was never just about us here in Wisconsin … it was about trying to help clean water 

advocates in the entire Great Lakes region and beyond protect their own waters from being despoiled 

by mining companies.  

 

As many of you know, the mining industry has held up the Flambeau Mine to the people of Minnesota, 

Michigan, Wisconsin, Alaska and who knows where else around the world as an example of 

“environmentally responsible” mining in efforts to convince local citizens to let them in. Our lawsuit was 

meant to bring out the facts about the serious pollution problems at the Flambeau Mine site, thereby 

debunking the myth of the “environmentally responsible” Flambeau Mine and giving those citizens 

ammunition to use in their own battles.  

http://flambeaumineexposed.wordpress.com/legal-actions/clean-water-act-case-2012-3/
http://flambeaumineexposed.files.wordpress.com/2014/06/flambeau_model-mine_industry-statements_mn2013_plus_letter-to-gov-dayton.pdf
http://flambeaumineexposed.files.wordpress.com/2014/04/lundin_flambeau_march-2014.pdf
http://flambeaumineexposed.files.wordpress.com/2014/04/donohueexcerpts.pdf
http://flambeaumineexposed.files.wordpress.com/2013/12/pebble_2011-09-10-newsletter-sep-oct.pdf
http://flambeaumineexposed.wordpress.com/model-mine-myth/
http://flambeaumineexposed.files.wordpress.com/2014/08/mjs_toxinsatmodelmine_nov20111.pdf


 

We succeed…  but now I have been saddled with a big bill.  Will you please DONATE to my fundraiser? 

 

My co-plaintiffs and I won the case in U.S. District Court and exposed Rio Tinto’s highly touted “model 

mine” for what it is – just one more example of how metallic sulfide mines always pollute. The ruling, 

however, was overturned on a technicality, and now the court is ordering the plaintiffs, including me as 

an individual, to pay the polluter’s court costs. The bill is over $60,000, and my share is $20,500. 

 

Please stand shoulder-to-shoulder with me by clicking HERE to make a tax-deductible donation to my 

fundraiser. 

 

Nothing would please me more than to receive a zillion small donations. When us “little guys” stick 

together, we can accomplish BIG things.  

 

Thank you, 

 
Laura Gauger 

 

P.S. To those of you who have already contributed to my fundraiser, THANK YOU! 

 

Laura Gauger 
Duluth, MN 55805 
 
 

https://www.z2systems.com/np/clients/mea/donation.jsp?campaign=34
https://www.z2systems.com/np/clients/mea/donation.jsp?campaign=34

