
HAS ANY COPPER-NICKEL MINE OPERATED WITHOUT 
“POLLUTING” LOCAL WATERS?

YES, copper, nickel and other much needed metal production can and has been 
done safely and successfully, without polluting local waters. 

A great example of this success is next door in Wisconsin. Located near the city of Ladysmith, Wis., the 
Flambeau Mine operated in the 1990s and has since been closed and reclaimed in full compliance with 
Wisconsin laws. 

FLAMBEAU MINE AT A GLANCE 

•	 The open pit mine produced 181,000 tons 
of copper, 334 ounces of gold and 3.3 
million ounces of silver during operations.

•	 The Flambeau Mine paid more than $27.7 
million dollars in taxes and fees to local 
and state governments. This amount is 
in addition to employee salaries and local 
expenditures for goods and services.

•	 More than 100,000 people have visited 
the reclaimed site to hike the nature trails 
along the Flambeau River and view local 
wildlife since the site’s reclamation.



PROTECTING THE ENVIRONMENT FROM DAY 1

Wisconsin’s mining laws, as well as Minnesota’s, are among the strictest in the country and cover every aspect 
of mining, from exploration to reclamation. Flambeau Mine met these requirements throughout its lifetime.

In fact, not a single permit condition was violated and the mine has not impaired local waters. The Wisconsin 
DNR holds this mine up as an example of a successful operation and successful closure.

Plans for reclamation were part of the initial permitting process and were approved by state regulators and 
communities. The reclaimed site is home to:

•	 More than 10 acres of wetlands.

•	 Hundreds of species of plants and animals.

•	 Four miles of hiking trails and five miles of 
equestrian trails open to the public year 
round.

•	 The Flambeau River, which attracts 
tourists, paddlers and fisherman; protected 
at every phase of the project, long-term 
monitoring upstream and downstream 
proves the river is clean and healthy.

•	 Clean and healthy groundwater of the 
same quality as before mining took place.

A recent federal Court of Appeals decision, along with the lower court’s praise for the company’s 
demonstrated respect of the environment and local community, demonstrate that the right company doing 
the right things in compliance with the right standards can produce the materials society needs safely and 
responsibly.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

www.flambeaumine.com 


