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February 15, 2012 
 
 
 
Via electronic mail: 
dnrimpairedwaters@wisconsin.gov    
AaronM.Larson@wisconsin.gov 
 
Dear Mr. Larson: 
 

On behalf of the National Wildlife Federation (“NWF”) and our nearly 4 million members 
globally, I request that you list Stream C near Ladysmith as “impaired.”  NWF’s Great Lakes Resource 
Center located in Ann Arbor, Michigan is situated in the Great Lakes basin; protecting the Great Lakes 
and their tributaries are keystones of our work.  Water quality decisions, like the one facing you, are of 
particular importance given the necessity, and scarcity, of water globally.  The listing of impaired waters 
is a crucial step toward awareness, remediation, and ultimately future resource protection. 
 

Due to the consistently toxic levels of copper and zinc that have been documented in Stream C 
over the past decade, it is on the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources’ proposed 2012 list of 
“impaired waters.” It should be listed.  Toxic levels of copper were discovered in the stream shortly after 
the Flambeau Mine’s closure, and the pollution continues to this day. The part of the Flambeau Mine site 
where Stream C is located has not been released from state reclamation requirements.   
  

Stream C flows over the southeast corner of the mine site, near the former rail spur and across a 
portion of the site that, to date, has failed to be certified by the DNR as being successfully reclaimed. 
From there the stream meanders through a wooded area and eventually discharges into the nearby 
Flambeau River.  Stream C is known to receive runoff from areas where mining wastes were stored in the 
past and where toxic discharges continue to this day.  A DNR-designated “reference stream” does not 
show toxic levels of copper or zinc. Nor do two additional small streams being monitored in the area. 
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Water quality data collected by both Flambeau Mining Company (the Rio Tinto subsidiary that 
operated the Flambeau Mine) and the WDNR since the early 2000s show that Stream C consistently 
contains levels of copper and zinc over the concentrations established by the DNR to protect surface 
waters from “acute toxicity.”  For this reason, Stream C should be listed as “impaired” and receive all of 
the attendant protections. 
       Sincerely, 
 

        
F. Michelle Halley 
Attorney and Project Manager 


